
 
 

Clean Air Accelerator: Our Commitment to Healthy Air for Every Resident 

 
Almost the entire global population (99%) is breathing dirty air1. Not only does this lead to early 
death and increased disease, it impacts our economies and reduces opportunities for our residents 
to thrive. It is the poorest and most vulnerable communities in our cities that are most at risk. 
 
Breathing clean air is a human right. As mayors of world-leading cities, we will not wait for others to 
act to protect our residents from the devastating consequences of air pollution. 
 
We know that air pollution and the climate crisis go hand-in-hand. Both need swift, unprecedented 
and collective action to remove the pollution that is harming our health and warming our planet. 
 
The most significant causes of air pollution vary between our cities. We must take action to better 
understand the problem, find ways to control pollution at the source, protect people from exposure 
to dirty air, evaluate the health impacts and determine how all these factors are shaped by our local 
economy, geography, demographics and city powers. 
 
Air pollution does not recognize municipal, regional and national borders. Clean air can only be 
achieved by forming strong partnerships, including between cities, with regional and national 
authorities, as well as with the private sector and academic institutions. We must exchange best 
practices and coordinate action to address the sources of pollution both within and beyond our 
borders or control. 
 
Together, we will work towards the global vision set out in the World Health Organization road map 
for an enhanced global response to the adverse health effects of air pollution2. We will use all the 
powers at our disposal as mayors to tackle air pollution, and call on others responsible for the 
sources of air pollution that poison the air in our cities to match this commitment. 

 
This accelerator sets out our overarching commitments to deliver clean air for every resident. These 
goals are supported by other bold actions being taken in the world’s great cities, as well as the work 
of global partners. 

 
We are committed to a future where all people can thrive and enjoy healthier, more active lives – 
where breathing clean air is an undeniable human right upheld by ambitious and innovative 
policies and laws. 

 
To clean the air our residents breathe and help meet the goals of the Paris Agreement, we pledge 
to: 

 
•​ Set ambitious reduction targets for air pollutants that put us on a path towards meeting 

World Health Organization final and/or interim Air Quality Guidelines* and install and/or 
maintain reliable city-wide air quality monitoring networks with public data access*. 

•​ Implement new substantive policies and programmes** to address the top causes of air 
pollution emissions within our city and under our control, in order to meet reduction targets 
for air pollutants set by the city. 

•​ Publicly report every 2 years on our progress in reducing pollution levels relative to targets 
and achieving the commitments in this accelerator. 

 
* Targets may align with either the WHO Air Quality Guidelines or the relevant Interim Targets. The level of ambition should take into 
account the city's legal authority to set and enforce air quality standards, and authority to deploy monitoring networks, as well as the 
city's efforts to coordinate with relevant entities when direct authority is limited. 
** Substantive policies and programmes as described in Annex 1 

2Updated road map for an enhanced global response to the adverse health effects of air pollution. EB156/24. Geneva: World Health 
Organization; 2025 (https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/ pdf_files/EB156/B156_24-en.pdf). 

1 According to the World Health Organisation. 



 
 
 

To meet this commitment, we will: 
 

•​ Implement new policies, enforce strong regulations, prioritise resources, and build necessary 
capacity and skills to achieve ambitious reductions in air pollution source sectors that are within 
our control as those described in Annex 1. 
 

•​ Integrate the relevant top pollution-reducing actions -- that are within our city and under our 
control -- into our Climate Action Plans, such as those described in Annex 1. 

 
•​ Establish, maintain, increase, or contribute to reliable city-wide air quality monitoring, making 

data publicly available in a timely manner or as close to real-time as possible and in an 
accessible format, in coordination with relevant departments and institutions. 
 

•​ Conduct, expand, or collaborate with relevant institutions to increase research on the health 
impacts of air pollution, the benefits of air quality improvements, and associated economic 
implications, and publish the results. 

 
•​ Raise awareness of air quality to help vulnerable residents reduce their exposure, and to reduce 

the causes of air pollution, such as traffic. 
 

•​ Create, update, or work with relevant institutions to ensure high quality emissions inventories, 
models, and analysis are available to describe where and how outdoor air pollution is formed in 
our city, both today and in the future. 

 
•​ Work with and advocate for regional, state, supranational, and national government to take 

action on sources outside our boundaries or our control. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annex 1: Guidance on top pollution-reducing clean air action 
 
This document outlines the sectors and actions identified by C40 Cities as key to reducing air pollution. It 
serves as a guide for signatory cities, providing clear direction of the type and focus of impactful measures 
they should implement within their authority. 
 
Signatory cities should, under the C40 Clean Air Accelerator framework, work to implement substantive 
policies and programmes to address the top causes of air pollution emissions within their city and under 
their control, in order to clean their air and meet their set air quality targets by: 
 
Reducing air pollution from transport 

-​ Reallocate road space from cars to active and sustainable transport modes. 
-​ Improve network coverage, frequency, capacity, speed, reliability, accessibility, resilience, safety, 

affordability, comfort and convenience of public transport. 
-​ Reduce vehicle emissions by procuring cleaner (lower-emission) buses, including zero-emission 

buses, and by promoting transport electrification across municipal fleets, privately run bus fleets, 
private vehicles, and freight, as well as by putting in place / enforcing vehicle emissions and/or fuel 
standards, where appropriate. 

-​ Have restrictions on high-polluting vehicles that cover a significant part of the city.  
 

Reducing air pollution from energy and buildings 
-​ Implementing or incentivising the phase-out of fossil fuel and/or solid fuel technologies for 

heating, cooking, and power generation. 
-​ Implementing, enforcing or incentivising renewable energy and emissions performance 

standards for buildings. 
-​ Implement policies and programmes to tackle emissions and dust creation from construction 

processes and machinery.  
 

Reducing air pollution from solid waste systems 
-​ Universal waste collection is in place to reduce emissions from the waste sector. 
-​ Bans and other actions are in place to tackle the open burning of waste.  
-​ Reducing methane emissions from disposal sites by implementing landfill gas control measures 

and increasing organics diversion actions. 
 

Reducing air pollution from Industrial sources 
-​ Develop and enforce emissions and fuel standards for industrial processes. 

 
Reducing air pollution from Ports 

-​ Implementing measures to address and reduce ports emissions directly controlled by the city 
and/or port administration, and indirect sources from city or port administration-owned,  tenants, 
buildings, and operations. 
 

Adapting to the impacts of climate change and air pollution 
-​ Improving access to healthy, safe, and resilient public spaces. 

 
Cities should integrate inclusive and equity considerations in the planning and implementation of these 
actions and put measures in place to mitigate any unintended impacts of these policies and actions on 
frontline communities, workers, and businesses - while also identifying opportunities to help workers in 
key sectors transition or create new livelihood opportunities. 
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